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“It is the Lord!” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on the service: The Third Sunday of Easter emphasizes Christ’s mercy 
to those who might seem unworthy, so He commissions Peter, who denied 
Him, to feed His sheep (Gospel) and Saul, who persecuted Him, to carry His 
name before the nations (First Reading).  Working through such redeemed 
sinners as His chosen instruments, Christ broadcasts to a whole world of 
unworthy souls the Good News for which He is praised in heaven—that by His 
blood, He has “ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation” (Epistle).  Because He has extended His mercy even to 
us—rescuing us from the peril of death that we may, instead, have “perpetual 
gladness and eternal joys” (Collect)—we, too, gladly thank and praise Him as 
we “meditate” on His “wondrous works” and “declare His greatness” (Introit).   
 
Prelude. . . . . . . . . .“If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death” - LSB #486 
                                                                                                    Handbell Choir 

Text for silent meditation 
  
1.  If Christ had not been raised from death 
     Our faith would be in vain, 
     Our preaching but a waste of breath, 
     Our sin and guilt remain. 
     But now the Lord is ris’n indeed; 
     He rules in earth and heav’n: 
     His Gospel meets a world of need— 
     In Christ we are forgiv’n. 
 
 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes 
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to                  
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the           
importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed                

Communion.”  If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please 
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and 
with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 

and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you 
or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 

blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by               
crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of 
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand 

to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



 
Opening Hymn  - “O Sons and Daughters of the King” - LSB #470 
   

1.  O sons and daughters of the King, 
     Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 
     Today the grave has lost its sting! 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
2.  That Easter morn, at break of day, 
     The faithful women went their way 
     To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
3.  An angel clad in white they see, 
     Who sits and speaks unto the three, 
     “Your Lord will go to Galilee.” 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
4.  That night the_apostles met in fear; 
     Among them came their master dear 
     And said, “My peace be with you here.” 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
5.  When Thomas first the tidings heard 
     That they had seen the risen Lord, 
     He doubted the disciples’ word. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
6.  “My pierced side, O Thomas, see,                                                                               
a    And look upon My hands, My feet;                                                                                 
      Not faithless but believing be.”                                                                              
a    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

7.  No longer Thomas then denied;                                                                                   
a   He saw the feet, the hands, the side;                                                                          
a   “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.                                                                     
A    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

 
 
 



 

8.  How blest are they who have not seen 
     And yet whose faith has constant been, 
     For they eternal life shall win. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
9.  On this most holy day of days 
     Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
     To God your hearts and voices raise. 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
(Stand) 

 
 
 Confession & Absolution 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen.    
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive    
      our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.            
P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
      unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  
      what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not  
      loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
      ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.     
      For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive  
      us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and  
      walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.     
P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  
     sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ,     
     and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the       
     Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Psalm 145 

 
 
 
 

All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,* 

 and all your saints shall | bless you!    

One generation shall commend your works to an- | other,* 

 and shall declare your | mighty acts.   

On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,* 

 and on your wondrous works, I will | meditate.   

They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,* 

 and I will declare your | greatness. 

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness* 

 and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness. 

The LORD is | good to all,* 

 and his mercy is over all that | he has made. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

   and to the Holy | Spirit; 

        as it was in the be- | ginning, 

   is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,* 

 and all your saints shall | bless you!    



 

 
 



 
 



 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, 
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Sit) 
 
 

The First Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 9:1–22  
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest  
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to 
the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he went on his way, 
he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  And falling to 
the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  And he 
said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus,  whom you are persecuting.  But rise and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  Saul rose from the ground, and although 
his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus.  And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a 
disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, 
“Here I am, Lord.”  And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the 
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,  and he has seen 
in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.”  But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he 
has done to your saints at Jerusalem.  And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all  



who call on your name.”  But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to 
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.  For I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  So Ananias departed and entered the house. 
And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the 
road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.”  And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. 
Then he rose and was baptized;  and taking food, he was strengthened.  For some days he was 
with the disciples at Damascus.  And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.”  And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the 
man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come 
here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?”  But Saul increased all the 
more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was 
the Christ. 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
The Epistle Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Revelation 5:8–14 
And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
the saints.  And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints.  And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the saints.  And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”  Then I looked, and I heard around the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands,  saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 
that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!”  And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders 
fell down and worshiped. 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
(Stand) 



 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 21:1–14 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 
himself in this way.  Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.  Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the 
disciples did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” 
They answered him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you 
will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity 
of fish.  That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and 
threw himself into the sea.  The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. When they got out on land, they 
saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Bring some 
of the fish that you have just caught.”  So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, 
full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn.  Jesus 
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord.  Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so 
with the fish.  This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was 
raised from the dead.   



 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

(Sit) 

 

Hymn of the Day–  “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” – LSB #556     
  

1.  Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 
     With exultation springing, 
     And with united heart and voice 
     And holy rapture singing, 
     Proclaim the wonders God has done, 
     How His right arm the vict’ry won. 
     What price our ransom cost Him! 
 
2.  Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 
     Death brooded darkly o’er me. 
     Sin was my torment night and day; 
     In sin my mother bore me. 
     But daily deeper still I fell; 
     My life became a living hell, 
     So firmly sin possessed me. 
 
3.  My own good works all came to naught, 
     No grace or merit gaining; 
     Free will against God’s judgment fought, 
     Dead to all good remaining. 
     My fears increased till sheer despair 
     Left only death to be my share; 
     The pangs of hell I suffered. 
  
 4. But God had seen my wretched state 
     Before the world’s foundation, 
     And mindful of His mercies great, 
     He planned for my salvation. 
     He turned to me a father’s heart; 
     He did not choose the easy part 
     But gave His dearest treasure.  
  



 
5.  God said to His belovèd Son: 
     “It’s time to have compassion. 
     Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 
     And bring to all salvation. 
     From sin and sorrow set them free; 
     Slay bitter death for them that they 
     May live with You forever.” 
 
6.  The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 
     Was born of virgin mother; 
     And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
     He came to be my brother. 
     His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 
     A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 
     To lead the devil captive.  
 
7.  To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 
     I am your rock and castle. 
     Your ransom I Myself will be; 
     For you I strive and wrestle. 
     For I am yours, and you are Mine, 
     And where I am you may remain; 
     The foe shall not divide us. 
  
8.  “Though he will shed My precious blood, 
     Me of My life bereaving, 
     All this I suffer for your good; 
     Be steadfast and believing. 
     Life will from death the vict’ry win; 
     My innocence shall bear your sin, 
     And you are blest forever. 
  
9.  “Now to My Father I depart, 
     From earth to heav’n ascending, 
     And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart, 
     The Holy Spirit sending; 
     In trouble He will comfort you 
     And teach you always to be true 
     And into truth shall guide you. 
  
 



10. “What I on earth have done and taught 
      Guide all your life and teaching; 
      So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
      And honored in your preaching. 
      But watch lest foes with base alloy 
      The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
      This final word I leave you.”   
 
Sermon - Rev. Perry Copus 
 
 
(Stand) 

 
The Nicene Creed—Spoken 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  
of the world to come.  Amen.  
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
(Sit) 

 
 
Offering - “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”  
                   Violin Solo, Emmie Schroeder 
 
(Stand) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Service of the Sacrament 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying: 



 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on  
     those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh  
     to bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the  
     salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body  
     and His blood on the cross.   
     Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O  
     Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.   
     Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do  
     in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the  
     earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in  
     His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver  
     and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and  
     worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
      come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
      daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who   
      trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
      from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
      forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  
     and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples       
     and said: “Take, eat; this is My ⬧body, which is given for you.  This do in  
     remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after supper,  
     and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of  
     you; this cup is the new testament in My ⬧blood, which is shed for you for  
     the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  
     Me.”   



 
Distribution (Sit) 



“By Grace I’m Saved” - LSB #566 
 

1.  By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 
     My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
     Why stagger at this word of promise? 
     Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
     No! Then this word must true remain: 
     By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

2.  By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 
     Our works and conduct have no worth. 
     God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
     Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
     His death did for our sins atone, 
     And we are saved by grace alone. 
 

3.  By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 
     Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
     Was it because of your own merit 
     That Jesus died your soul to win? 
     No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
     That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 
 

4.  By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 
     As long as God is true, it stands. 
     What saints have penned by inspiration, 
     What in His Word our God commands, 
     Our faith in what our God has done 
     Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 
 

5.  By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
     In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
     By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
      The Father’s heart is open wide. 
     Where could I help and strength secure 
     If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6.  By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
     In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
     For though I know my heart’s condition, 
     I also know my Savior’s voice. 
     My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
     Since I am saved by grace alone. 



  
“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” - LSB #618 
  
1.  I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
     For weak and weary is my soul; 
     Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able  
     To satisfy and make me whole: 
     Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
     Be for my soul, the highest good! 
 
2.  Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 
     That sinners may salvation see 
     Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
     So I, a sinner, come to Thee. 
     Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
     Be for my soul, the highest good! 
 
 3. Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 
     Because I have a sinful heart, 
     Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
     For Thou my faithful shepherd art: 
     Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
     Be for my soul, the highest good! 
  
4.  Weary am I and heavy laden; 
     With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
     Receive me graciously and gladden  
     My heart, for I am now Thy guest. 
     Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
     Be for my soul, the highest good! 
 
5.  What higher gift can we inherit? 
     It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
     It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
     The covenant of hope and grace. 
     Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
     Be for my soul, the highest good! 
  
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House 
  

 
 



 
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” - LSB #465 
 
1.  Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 
     In praise of love that still abounds: 
     “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
     Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
     Repeat their song of glory here: 
     “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  
2.  Eternal is the gift He brings, 
     Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
     “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
     Now still He comes to give us life 
     And by His presence stills all strife. 
     Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3.  O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
     Set heart and will on things above 
     That we conquer through Your triumph; 
     Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 
     That by our lives we truly say: 
     “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

(Stand) 

 4.  Adoring praises now we bring 
     And with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
     “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
     Be to the Father and our Lord, 
     To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
     All the glory, never ending! 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 



 
(Stand) 
 
 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   

C: Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn - “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” - LSB #941 
 
1.  We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord,  
     The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
     To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 
     The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
     “O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
     Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 
 
2.  The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 
     The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 
     The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 
     Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song: 
     “O all-majestic Father, Your true and only, Son, 
      And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!” 
 
3.  You, Christ are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 
     Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 
     You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb,   
     Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 
     Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 
     You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4.  You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 
     Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 
     We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 
     So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 
     May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 
     In glory everlasting.  Amen, O Lord, amen! 
 
© 1999 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House 

 
 
Postlude 
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Communion Elders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luther Salonen & Dave Senne 
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