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Notes on the service:  Reconciliation is the theme that runs through the 
Propers for today.  Even though we deserve only punishment, our Lord has 
had mercy on us and received us as His children (Collect), just as the prodigal 
son was received by his father (Gospel).  Now that we are reconciled to God, 
we have been entrusted with proclaiming the message of reconciliation to the 
rest of the world (Epistle).  In fact, when such a relationship is restored, we 
can’t help but sing out in praise: the Lord God is our strength and our song, 
and He has become our salvation (Old Testament Reading).   
 
 
Prelude 
 
 
Opening Hymn  - “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” - LSB #624 
  
1.  The infant Priest was holy born 
     For us unholy and forlorn; 
     From fleshly temple forth came He, 
     Anointed from eternity. 
 
2.  This great High Priest in human flesh 
     Was icon of God’s righteousness.  
     His hallowed touch brought sanctity; 
     His hand removed impurity. 
 
 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes 
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to                  
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the           
importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed                

Communion.”  If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please 
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and 
with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 

and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you 
or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 

blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by               
crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of 
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand 

to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   



 
3.  The holy Lamb undaunted came 
     To God’s own altar lit with flame; 
     While weeping angels hid their eyes, 
     This Priest became a sacrifice. 
  
4.  But death would not the victor be 
     Of Him who hung upon the tree. 
     He leads us to the Holy Place 
     Within the veil, before God’s face. 
  
5.  The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
     As at the rail on bended knee 
     Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
     The bread of immortality. 
 
6.  The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 
     A priestly food and priestly meat; 
     On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
     His quenching blood that life restores. 
 
7.  With cherubim and seraphim 
     Our voices join the endless hymn, 
     And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
     To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
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Confession & Absolution 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.    
P:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our  
     sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus  
     Christ to grant us forgiveness.   
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.    
 
 



 

(Silence for reflection and for self-examination.) 
 
P:  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C:  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and    
      iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved  
      Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for  
      them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your  
      boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter        
      sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be  
      gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.   

P:  Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and  
     ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of  
     you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I  
     forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of  
     the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen.   
 

Service of the Word 

 
Psalm 51 

 
 
 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your | steadfast love;* 

 according to your abundant mercy, blot out my trans- | gressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 

For I know my trans- | gressions,* 

 and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight,* 

 so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your | judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity,* 

 and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me. 

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being* 

 and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart.   



Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis - Omitted for Lent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Let us pray.   
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 

and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 
and provide for all our needs of body and soul.  Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

     forever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Sit) 

 
The Old Testament Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Isaiah 12:1–6  
You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with me, your 
anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 
not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  And you will say in that day: Give thanks 
to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his 
name is exalted.  Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in 
all the earth.  Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel. 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                            
C:  Thanks be to God. 



 
The Epistle Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Corinthians 5:16–21  
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  All this 
is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation;  that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, fifteenth chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 15:1–3a, 11–32  
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  And the Pharisees and 
the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” So he told 
them this parable:  And he said, “There was a man who had two sons.  And the younger of 
them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he 
divided his property between them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had 
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.  
And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be 
in need.  So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs.  And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and 
no one gave him anything. “But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!  I will arise and 
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I  



 

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” '  And he 
arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, 'Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  But the 
father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet.  And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.  
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to 
celebrate. “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.  
And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because 
he has received him back safe and sound.'  But he was angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and entreated him,  but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served 
you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 
celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!'  And he said to him, 'Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother 
was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed—Spoken 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 
of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of  
the Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   



 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  
of the world to come.  Amen.   
 
(Sit) 
 
 

Hymn of the Day– “God Loved the World So That He Gave” - LSB #571 
  
1.  God loved the world so that He gave 
     His only Son the lost to save, 
     That all who would in Him believe 
     Should everlasting life receive. 
  

2.  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
     Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
     All then who trust in Him alone 
     Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
  
3.  God would not have the sinner die; 
     His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
     His Spirit in the Word declares 
     How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 
  

4.  Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 
     Forgives all sins which you have done; 
     And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
     Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
 
5.  If you are sick, if death is near, 
     This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
     Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
     That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

(Stand)  

6.  Glory to God the Father, Son, 
     And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
     To You, O blessed Trinity, 
     Be praise now and eternally!   
 
 



 

Sermon - Rev. Daniel Johnson - Text: Luke 15:1-2 
 
 (Stand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Sit) 



 

Offering 
 
(Stand) 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 



 
P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary….evermore praising You and saying: 



 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,  
     and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples       
     and said: “Take, eat; this is My ⬧body, which is given for you.  This do in  
     remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after  
     supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  
     “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ⬧blood, which  
     is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink  
     it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Pax Domini 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution (Sit) 

 
 “Christ, the Life of all the Living” - LSB #420 
 
1.  Christ, the life of all the living, 
     Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
     Who, Thyself for me once giving 
     To the darkest depths of woe: 
     Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 
     I eternal life inherit. 
     Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 



 
2.  Thou, ah!  Thou, hast taken on Thee 
     Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
     Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 
     O Thou sinless Son of God! 
     Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 
     From the bonds of sin forever. 
     Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 
 
3.  Thou has borne the smiting only 
     That my wounds mighty all be whole; 
     Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,  
     Rest to give my weary soul; 
     Yea, the curse of God enduring, 
     Blessing unto me securing. 
     Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 
 
4.  Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 
     Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
     And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. 
     All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 
    That as Thine Thou mightiest own me 
     And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
     Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto thee. 
 
5.  Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
     That from pain I might be free; 
     Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee; 
     Thence I gain security; 
     Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
     Me to comfort in my anguish. 
     Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 
 
  
 



 
6.  Thou hast suffered great affliction 
     And hast borne it patiently, 
     Even death by crucifixion, 
     Fully to atone for me; 
     Thou didst choose to be tormented 
     That my doom should be prevented.   
     Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
     Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 
7.  Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 
     For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
     For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
     I will thank Thee evermore, 
     Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
     For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
     For that last triumphant cry, 
     And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.   
 
 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” -LSB #636 
  
1.  Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
     Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
     Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
     There with joy your praises render. 
     Bless the one whose grace unbounded 
     This amazing banquet founded; 
     He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
     Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
2.  Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 
     And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 
     For with words of life immortal 
     He is knocking at your portal. 
     Open wide the gates before Him, 
     Saying, as you there adore Him: 
     Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 
     That I nevermore will leave You. 
 
 
 



 
3.  He who craves a precious treasure 
     Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
     But the priceless gifts of heaven 
     God to us has freely given. 
     Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 
     None could buy the gifts here offered: 
     Christ’s true body, for you riven, 
     And His blood, for you once given. 
 
4.  Now in faith I humbly ponder 
     Over this surpassing wonder 
     That the bread of life is boundless 
     Though the souls it feeds are countless: 
     With the choicest wine of heaven 
     Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
     Oh, most glorious consolation, 
     Pledge and seal of my salvation! 
 
5.  Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
     Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
     Peace beyond all understanding, 
     Joy into all life expanding: 
     Humbly now, I bow before You; 
     Love incarnate, I adore You; 
     Worthily let me receive You 
     And, so favored, never leave You. 
 
6.  Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
     Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
     Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
     Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
     At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
     Let me be a fit partaker 
     Of this blessed food from heaven, 
     For our good, Your glory, given. 
 
 
 



 

7.  Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
     You once left Your throne in heaven 
     On the cross for me to languish 
     And to die in bitter anguish, 
     To forego all joy and gladness 
     And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
     By this blood redeemed and living, 
     Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 
8.  Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
     Let me gladly here obey You. 
     By Your love I am invited, 
     Be Your love with love requited; 
     By this Supper let me measure, 
     Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
     Through the gift of grace You give me 
     As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship (stanzas 1,4-5) 

 
 
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” - LSB #743 
  
1.  Jesus, priceless treasure, 
     Fount of purest pleasure, 
     Truest friend to me, 
     Ah, how long in anguish 
     Shall my spirit languish, 
     Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
     Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! 
     I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
     Naught I ask beside Thee. 
 
 2. In Thine arms I rest me; 
     Foes who would molest me 
     Cannot reach me here. 
     Though the earth be shaking, 
     Ev’ry heart be quaking, 
     Jesus calms my fear. 
     Lightnings flash And thunders crash; 
     Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
     Jesus will not fail me. 



3.  Satan, I defy thee; 
     Death, I now decry thee; 
     Fear, I bid thee cease. 
     World, thou shalt not harm me 
     Nor thy threats alarm me 
     While I sing of peace. 
     God’s great pow’r Guards ev’ry hour; 
     Earth and all its depths adore Him, 
     Silent bow before Him. 
 
4.  Hence, all earthly treasure! 
     Jesus is my pleasure, 
     Jesus is my choice. 
     Hence, all empty glory! 
     Naught to me thy story 
     Told with tempting voice. 
     Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, 
     Shall not from my Savior move me 
     Since He deigns to love me. 
 
5.  Evil world, I leave thee; 
     Thou canst not deceive me, 
     Thine appeal is vain. 
     Sin that once did blind me, 
     Get thee far behind me, 
     Come not forth again. 
     Past thy hour, O pride and pow’r; 
     Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
     Leave thee now forever. 
 
6.  Hence, all fear and sadness! 
     For the Lord of gladness, 
     Jesus, enters in. 
     Those who love the Father, 
     Though the storms may gather, 
     Still have peace within. 
     Yea, whate’er I here must bear, 
     Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
     Jesus, priceless treasure! 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
 
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:   Let us pray.  
      O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving- 
      kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that  
      for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and  
      we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and  
      minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve  
      You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
      You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:  Bless we the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you  
     and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and    
  give you peace.    



 
Closing Hymn - “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” - LSB #924 
  
1.  Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 
     Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
     Let us each, Your love possessing, 
     Triumph in redeeming grace. 
     O refresh us; O refresh us, 
     Trav’ling through this wilderness. 
 
2.  Thanks we give and adoration 
     For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
     May the fruits of Your salvation 
     In our hearts and lives abound. 
     Ever faithful, ever faithful 
     To Your truth may we be found. 
  
3.  Savior, when Your love shall call us 
     From our struggling pilgrim way, 
     Let not fear of death appall us, 
     Glad Your summons to obey. 
     May we ever, may we ever 
     Reign with You in endless day.   
 
 
Postlude 
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