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Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

Vespers - LSB 229 

 

Stand 
 

Address 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church 
begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is 
especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special 
devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that 
dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son 
and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us 
so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in 
sincerity and truth. 

 
Silence for reflection on our sin and its cost. 
 

Litany for Ash Wednesday (Spoken) 
 

P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 



P Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your 

baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your 
glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 

death; and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our 
sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to 

watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the 
forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayer; to give 
abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, 

and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 



 
P O God, you desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from 

their wickedness and live.  We implore You to have compassion on the frailty 
of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we 
shall return.  Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You 
have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 



 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Psalmody Psalm 51:1-13 (17) 

(Spoken) 

P   The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

C   Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy 
 blot out my transgressions.  

 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin!  

       For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me.  

       Against you, you only, have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight, 
 so that you may be justified in your words 
 and blameless in your judgment.  

 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
 and in sin did my mother conceive me.  

P   Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.  

C   Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 let the bones that you have broken rejoice.  

 Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquities.  

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me.  



 

 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  
  
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with a willing spirit.  

      Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
 and sinners will return to you. 

 
        P   The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
(Sit) 
 
Office Hymn - “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” - LSB #607 
 
1.  From depths of woe I cry to Thee, 
     In trial and tribulation: 
     Bend down Thy gracious ear to me, 
     Lord, hear my supplication. 
     If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin, 
     Who then could heaven ever win 
     Or stand before Thy presence? 
  
2.  Thy love and grace alone avail 
     To blot out my transgression; 
     The best and holiest deeds must fail 
     To break sin’s dread oppression. 
     Before Thee none can boasting stand, 
     But all must fear thy strict demand 
     And live alone by mercy. 
  
3.  Therefore my hope is in the Lord 
     And not in mine own merit; 
      It rests upon His faithful Word 
     To them of contrite spirit 
     That He is merciful and just; 
     This is my comfort and my trust. 
     His help I wait with patience. 



 
  
4.  And though it tarry through the night 
     And till the morning waken, 
     My heart shall never doubt His might 
     Nor count itself forsaken. 
     O Israel, trust in God your Lord. 
     Born of the Spirit and the Word, 
     Now wait for His appearing. 
  
5.  Though great our sins, yet greater still 
     Is God’s abundant favor; 
     His hand of mercy never will 
     Abandon us, nor waver, 
     Our shepherd good and true is He, 
     Who will at last His Israel free 
     From all their sin and sorrow. 
 

Readings Daniel 6:1-28 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; and 
over them three presidents, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, 
so that the king might suffer no loss. Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other 
presidents and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him 
over the whole kingdom. Then the presidents and the satraps sought to find a ground for 
complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint 
or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. Then these men said,  
 “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with  

the law of his God.”  Then these presidents and satraps came by agreement to the king and said 
to him, “O King Darius, live forever!  All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the 
satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance 
and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to 
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the 
document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, 
which cannot be revoked.” Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction.  When 
Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in 
his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. Then these men came by 
agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God. Then they came near and 
said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that  

  
 



 

anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be 
cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered and said before 
the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the 
injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”  Then the king, when he 
heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the 
sun went down to rescue him. Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the 
king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that 
the king establishes can be changed.”  Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and 
cast into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 
continually, deliver you!” And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king 
sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed 
concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions 
were brought to him, and sleep fled from him.  Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in 
haste to the den of lions. As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of 
anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom 
you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” Then Daniel said to the king, “O 
king, live forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed 
me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no 
harm.” Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the 
den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he 
had trusted in his God. And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused 
Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And 
before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones 
in pieces.  Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the 
earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom 
shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end.  He delivers and rescues; he 
works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the 
lions.”  So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 



 

Responsory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Declaration of the Royal Law (spoken) 
 

P    And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 
C    Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?  
 And he said to him, 
P     You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
 soul and with all your mind. 
C     This is the great and first commandment. 
 And a second is like it: 
P     You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

 C     On these two commandments depend all the Law and the  
  Prophets. 
 

Sermon   “You Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Heart”  

 

(Stand) 
 
 



 

Canticle   “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved” - LSB #945 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

© 1970 Concordia Publishing House.  
 
(Sit) 
 
Offering 

 
(Stand) 
 

Prayer 



Kyrie 

 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass     

         against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Collects 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, the First Adam disobeyed You, barring humanity from the 
tree of life and casting us into the dust of death. Because You do not desire 
the death of any sinner, You sent your only-begotten Son, Jesus—the 
Second Adam—to rescue and redeem us from the curse of sin and death 
by having Him become our sin and die our death. Grant that we, during this 
season of Lent and all seasons, follow Jesus, whose obedience unto death, 
even death on the tree of the cross, has earned our way back to the tree of 
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 



Collect of Peace  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
 
Benedicamus 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


