
 

 

 
The First Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Revelation 7:2-17             
Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called 
with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea,  saying, “Do not harm 
the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.”  And I 
heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 12,000 from the tribe 
of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 12,000 from the tribe 
of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 12,000 from the tribe of 
Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.  After this I looked, and 
behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!”  And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have 
they come?”  I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore they 
are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 
shelter them with his presence.  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike 
them, nor any scorching heat.  For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
The Epistle Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 John 3:1-3 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. 
The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God's children 
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.  
 
The Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 5:1-12 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.  And he 
opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth.   Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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Notes on the service:  The Propers for this festival service describe 
the triumph of the saints through Christ.  This morning we give 
special attention to the concept of all God’s people (living and 
departed) as His saints.  So, as always, we are joining in praise with 
those who are already before the throne of the Lamb.  For those 
whom God has called to His nearer presence, the time of waiting is 
over.  For us on earth who celebrate God’s redemption, the time of 
waiting continues.  Yet we see the signs of the kingdom in our midst 
through the Word of God and His Holy Sacrament.  As always, we 
pray for hearts open to receive the Word of the Gospel—the good 
news of Jesus, whose death and resurrection are the ground of faith 
uniting “saints on earth and those above.”   
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY: (The theme prayer of the day.) 
P:  Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful  
     people of all times and places into one holy communion, the  
     mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant us so to follow  
     Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together  
     with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have  
     prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
     who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
     and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 
Organist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda Rusche 
Communion Elders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Hoffman & Randy Wilson 
Ushers. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . David Johnson, Dave Senne & Gene Bosse 
 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Holy Cross 
 

  Our Lord gives both directions and warnings in Scripture when it comes 
to the precious gift of Holy Communion, which we take great care to                  
follow. A small brochure is available in the pew which describes the           

importance of the Biblical and historic practice known as “Closed                
Communion.”  If you are not under the spiritual care of Holy Cross, please 
speak with the pastor before communing so that our unity with Christ and 
with one another may be genuine.  Our aim is not to insult, but to instruct 
and prepare those who earnestly desire to join our communion.  So, if you 
or your children are not yet communicants, you may come forward for a 

blessing tied to baptism, and you are encouraged to signify this by               
crossing your arms over your chest as the pastor comes by.  The Blood of 
Christ is offered either in individual glasses, or simply hold out your hand 

to take the chalice by the base as you drink from it.   
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Note:  Standing and Kneeling are optional 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Divine Service Setting Three LSB 184  

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn—LSB #676 

Confession and Absolution LSB 184 

Service of the Word LSB 186 

Introit - Psalm 31—(printed at left) 

Gloria Patri - LSB 186 

Kyrie - LSB 186 

Gloria in Excelsis—LSB 187-189 

Collect of the Day—LSB 189 

The Lessons: (printed on back) 

The Nicene Creed - LSB 191 

Hymn of the Day - LSB #671 

Sermon - Rev. Perry Copus 

Offertory & Offering - LSB 192-193 

Prayer of the Church - LSB 193 

Service of the Sacrament LSB 194 

Preface & Sanctus - LSB 194-195 

Lord’s Prayer - LSB 196 (Spoken) 

The Words of Our Lord—LSB 197 

Agnus Dei - LSB 198 

Distribution - LSB 199  

 Hymns—LSB #675 

                             LSB #672 

                             LSB #670 

Nunc Dimittis - LSB 199 

Benedicamus & Benediction - LSB 201-202 

Closing Hymn—LSB #677 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 
Psalm 31 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to 

in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God.  


